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The Application Process


When it came to my formal application, I focused on and pulled from my background as a technology and media entrepreneur, editor and publisher. Years of practical business experience coupled with publishing, editing and writing for the Northwest Arkansas Living™ media group (magazine, Internet, television, radio, & email, etc.) provided the tools and select skills necessary to apply for and function reasonably well in the Georgian English language instruction classroom setting.
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Teacher’s Statement & Teaching Philosophy

My personal philosophy with respect to teaching is that every man, woman and child is capable of learning on some level and in some capacity, some more than others.
I think that the fundamental building blocks of learning involve: (1) a well defined curriculum, (2) capable instructor(s) and (3) and knowledge deployment in some type of “controlled setting.” These elements levied and combined with the explosive enthusiasm for learning brought by the student is a recipe for knowledge transition and acquisition.
I further believe and support the school of thought that, “teaching is the profession that trains all other professions;” as shared by one of our teaching and methodology trainers during the TLG training secessions in Tbilisi, Georgia. I believe that the very fabric and nature of our continued existence as species upon the face of the earth relies heavily upon the proper education and training of our “young learners!”
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Description of Teaching Responsibilities

My individual teaching responsibilities varied from co-teacher to co-teacher. One of my co-teachers relied on me heavily to help teach, guide and engage the students while the other co-teacher would mainly lead all lessons and call upon me at strategic points to engage the students on a variety of levels. Below is a general listing of duties and responsibilities where I played a critical role during the semester term. I was also responsible for doing all of the below classroom duties and responsibilities while also taking notes and preparing a “by class daily report” for TLG central management. These reports contained such information as students present, lessons covered, difficulties experienced, etc. They were prepared daily and filed weekly and monthly via electronic means to the central TLG academic staff. These and the below duties were my primary duties and responsibilities, but there were many, many other areas where I was able to and in fact fortunate to make additional contributions.
Opened class sessions with “warm up” review learning exercises: This was usually accomplished by having the students say their numbers to ten and then back down from ten to either one (or zero)); These exercises also consisted of saying the English alphabet; select other opening warm up exercises also consisted of spelling words and writing entire sentences on the chalk board.
Closing classroom exercises: I was also responsible for closing the classroom lessons with useful, interesting and unique learning exercises; I would also on occasion lead the classroom exercises and lessons for both co-teachers while they were busy grading the homework, or while they were assigning the next evenings homework assignment(s), etc.
On the spot and on demand creative “training methods:” It was also my duty and responsibility to help come up with “on the spot” interesting training methods; Often times I would engage the students with complete the word; complete the sentence; unscramble the sentence; unscramble the word, write the variation of the word, exercises, etc. These methods were in my opinion exceptionally fruitful gauging by how well the students were able to learn and subsequently retain the lesson materials over time.
Provoking, challenging and bringing along weaker students: I would also throughout all of my classes step in on occasion while the main teacher was leading the lesson and provide one-on-one instructional time with select students who did not appear as advanced at acquiring the lesson as other students in the class. This really helped to bring up and keep the entire class on somewhat of the exact same pace with the entire English lesson and pacing plans. I can safely say that with my involvement not many students were left behind. I made it my business to spend personal time with select slower students to insure they would not be “left behind” as more advanced lessons were presented. 
Reviewing, correcting and explaining homework assignments: On frequent occasion both co-teachers would call upon me to go over either jointly (with them) and/or by myself the previous period’s homework assignment(s). These were always exciting and rewarding times as it always seemed that the students would be more than happy to show me their homework. Impressive!
Properly pronouncing words: Throughout the entire semester teaching experience I would pronounce a number of words for the students and co-teachers. Several of the other instructors in the school would also ask me the proper pronunciation of select words as well. Likewise they would also offer me the correct pronunciation of select Georgian words as well, in the interest of this being a full cultural exchange.
Providing alternate/similar word usage and word meanings: My role also included providing alternate and/or similar word usage and word meaning on occasion as well. There were times for example when the pupil’s text would describe an English word such as “mum” which I was able to share is largely spelled as “mom” in America. I was also able to share the official punctuation name of a “period,” with the students and co-teachers as well. The book referred to this punctuation as a, “full stop,” which was new to me but common to my co-teachers.
Facilitated on the board examples of word spellings, usage and sentence structures: When the classes really began to understand and grasp the English language, then my co-teachers and I would kick it up a notch and begin to heavily train the students in the art of syllables and sounding words out to spell words on the spot. The next building block that I was responsible for involved facilitating and assisting students with writing complete sentences out on the board and in their notes as well. The co-teachers focused on the Georgian/English translations while I focused on creative ways to get students to spell English words and write full, complete and correct English sentences.
Facilitated learning games and peer challenges, etc.: One of my final primary responsibilities involved getting the stronger students to assist the weaker students with learning. This was done with in class games, assistance at the chalk board, as well as orally during many oral in class challenges. On average the stronger students were exceptionally able, capable and eager to assist their weaker counterparts without the ridicule what can come along with young learner peer assistance.
Substitute Teacher: Whenever called upon, I would “step up” and either join in on an upper level class and/or substitute. I was willing to do my part. I led the entire lesson by myself in a few situations and circumstances. This helped me to sharpen some of my “thinking on the spot” skills and roll with the lesson without so much as a hitch or hamper in the student’s development.
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Class Profiles

Co-teacher Enga
1st Grade – pictured
[image: image19.jpg]



Co-teacher Enga
2nd Grade – not pictured (students were on 1st floor)
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Co-teacher Enga
3rd Grade – pictured
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Co-teacher Enga
4th Grade – pictured
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Co-teacher Tsira
5th Grade – pictured
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Co-teacher Tsira
6th Grade – pictured
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Class Schedule

My Weekly Grade School (Class) Schedule

16 to 19 Total Instructional Hours/Week Average

Will G. Louden™ (willglouden.com™)

Monday:

Class/Break

Period



Co-Teacher
Length
Grade Level

1) Class

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Inga

45 Minutes
1st Grade

2) Class

9:55 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.

Inga

45 Minutes
4th Grade

3) Class

10:50 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.
Tsira

45 Minutes
6th Grade

Tuesday:

Class/Break

Period



Co-Teacher
Length
Grade Level

1) Class

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Tsira

45 Minutes
5th Grade

2) Class

9:55 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.

Inga

45 Minutes
1st Grade

*- BREAK

10:50 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.
BREAK
1 hour

BREAK

3) Class

11:55 a.m. – 12:40 p.m.
Inga

45 Minutes
2nd Grade

Wednesday:

Class/Break

Period



Co-Teacher
Length
Grade Level

1) Class

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Tsira

45 Minutes
5th Grade

2) Class

9:55 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.

Tsira

45 Minutes
6th Grade

3) Class

10:50 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.
Inga

45 Minutes
4th Grade

*- BREAK

11:55 a.m. – 12:35 p.m.
BREAK
1 hour

BREAK

4) Class

12:50 p.m. – 13:35 p.m.
Inga

45 Minutes
3rd Grade

Thursday:

Class/Break

Period



Co-Teacher
Length
Grade Level

1) Class

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Inga

45 Minutes
4th Grade

*- BREAK

10:00 a.m. – 10:35 a.m.
BREAK
45 Minutes
BREAK

2) Class

10:50 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.
Inga

45 Minutes
1st Grade

*- BREAK

11:50 a.m. – 12:35 p.m.
BREAK
1 Hour

BREAK

3) Class

12:50 p.m. – 13:35 p.m.
Inga

45 Minutes
2nd Grade

Friday:

Class/Break

Period



Co-Teacher
Length
Grade Level

1) Class

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Inga

45 Minutes
3rd Grade

2) Class

10:00 a.m. – 10:35

Tsira

45 Minutes
5th Grade

2) Class

10:50 a.m. – 11:35

Tsira

45 Minutes
6th Grade

Co-teachers & Assistant Head Teacher
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Select Other District & School Staff
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Select Other District & School Staff
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Select Other District & School Staff
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Select Other District & School Staff
[image: image39.jpg]Will G. Louden™
willglouden com

181

™ ndemk 0 Copyright 2011 WAL G Lot - LER T AL Fight By
Pichres b s ki it psenl et et g





[image: image40.jpg]'Will G. Louden™
willgouden com™




Primary Lesson/Teaching Materials

· MACMILLAN level one pupils book

· MACMILLAN level one pupils workbook

· CD player/ MACMILLAN level one CD

· MACMILLAN poster(s)

· Classroom/Chalkboard

Teaching Methods
· Working with students individually
· Working in groups

· Working peer to peer

· Incorporating Games throughout the lesson(s)
· Stars and personal notes for doing well

· Missing words (thought provokers)

· Scrambled sentences, etc.
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Example of a Scrambled Sentence:


Example 1:


nda
si
edr
het
wloyel

ohsloc

. ?

_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _   _

Answer:
The school is red and yellow.

Example 2
mean
oryu
si
thaw
. ?


_ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _

Answer:
What is your name?

Example 3

rac
eulb
het
nda
mslal
si
eenrg
. ?

_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _

Answer:
The small car is green and blue.
Student Assessment
· Testing

· Pop quizzes
· Oral quizzes
Lesson Plans

· Completed weekly (example below, nothing fancy but on notebook paper)

· Open classroom sessions mostly guided by main teacher

· Would also heavily incorporate “review days” as needed

[image: image43.jpg]



I purchased several “ruled” notebooks before arriving in Georgia and really came to find that they were resourceful treasures for my overall Georgian experience. These notebooks served multiple purposes and really allowed me the ability to keep up to date lesson plans, pacing plans, in class TLG reporting as well as a place to take notes about any other special meetings where I was involved. These notebooks also helped me to get and stay organized! They bridged the gap in the absence of various technological resources, i.e. computers, loss of power, and/or lack of constant on demand Internet services, etc. The notebooks were invaluable for the Georgian teaching experience!
Examples of Learners’ Work

· Learners would keep their work in

· (1) Notebooks

· (2) Pupils book/workbooks

· (3) or it was done on the chalkboard and I therefore do not have examples to include in this teachers portfolio outside of the stated examples I hade provided
Learners’ and Peer Feedback

· Students are and were really receptive to my presence

· Lots of parents came into the school to sit in on my classes and to also meet me in community in general etc. I received lots of verbal thanks as well as random hand shakes and “picture requests,” (LOTS OF PICTURE REQUESTS – lol) etc.
· Co-teachers appeared to have confidence in my abilities; the overall co-teacher relationships were good and valuable towards the pupil learning environment
· Co-teachers, pupils, other school staff as well as other “community members” all asked a lot of personal English questions, and I was honored and pleased to have played a role
Self-Reflections and Self-Evaluation

· My style, philosophy and flow dramatically improved over time
· I think that I could have played a slightly more active role in select behavior issues (especially in the beginning)
· I think that my rewards system should have been used more and expanded more, it really got the students involved
· I think that this experience has definitely contributed to and taught me much more about “cultural differences.” It has also enhanced my skill set relative to dealing with adversity and various cultural differences. Although I leave a “challenged man,” I also depart a very optimistic and “changed man!” :_)
· While I am pleased with the overall student involvement, participation and progress, I think that more student interaction could have been facilitated with the more silent and introverted students – This is clearly a role where I was instrumental all semester, I think that I should have and maybe could have done more
Goals for Improving & Enhancing Skills

· Continue writing and developing my business curriculum set: LeveragingICE.com™
· Focus on the fundamental building blocks and tentative curriculum delivery schedule and curriculum pacing plans KnowledgEed.com™
· “Guest lecture,” teach and volunteer as many times as practical and as time, resources and circumstances permit
· Continue to review, watch and learn from other experienced teachers, leaders and learners
· Develop more ways to test and see if the information is being acquired by the learner(s), especially in the fashion in which it is presented – It is critically, vitally important to make certain that the learner is learning at a steady, constant and intended pace so as to not lose them anywhere along the way as much more advanced information and knowledge is being presented
Self Reflections on Teaching Experience

· Very positive
· Love and continue to love the children for they have forever changed my life in very positive, and meaningful ways
· Would arrive very early at school everyday, and on average about 30-minutes to an hour early ready (even in the FREEZING COLD); I would often use this time as lesson preparation, planning, pacing, fine-tuning and review time; I would also use this time to prepare and stay up to date with my TLG reports. These were very peaceful, reflecting and valuable opportunities to greatly enhance the overall teaching experience!
· I developed a sincere appreciation for how hard the jobs of teaching the Georgian young is for the existing teaching staff for a variety of reasons; This was a GREAT experience, not and easy experience in any stretch of the imagine
· I also have a sincere appreciation for the school management as well; The district director for the TLG program and school head teacher, in my humble opinion do one hell-of-a job managing the classroom setting as well as the overall school operation as well! I learned a lot by watching these women work, operate and manage from up close as well as from a distance
Beliefs about Teaching and Learning

· Everyone can learn on some level and likewise everyone is capable of teaching on some level as well (everyone must work to be a “productive contributor in society!!!”)
· Learning is universal

· Teaching and learning are partnerships between teachers and learners

· “Teaching teaches all professions!”
· The future of society and man is heavily reliant upon “teaching the young,” and the control and orderly transfer of knowledge in general
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Achievements
· Received a self portrait “gift” from the school art instructor
· Also received an invitation to have two self portraits painted of me by the same artist
· Received an invitation from upper level students to attend a special “no smoking” skit

· Received several “food gifts” from both students and school staff

· Acquired a lot of “international friendships,” acquaintances and business contacts – This is so valuable to me!!!
· One of my most important achievements, IF not my most important achievement was the fact that I learned an awful lot about myself during this entire cross cultural international exchange experience!!!! And for that I am forever GRATEFUL!!! Thank you Georgia!!!
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Experience Worldwide Press/Media Release
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WORLDWIDE PRESS/MEDIA RELEASE PHOTOS
OK’ed for Worldwide Release & Publishing
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Action Plan
Keep it going!!

Keep doing it!!!

Keep learning!

Keep improving!

Keep growing!

Keep it rocking and rolling!
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Co-teacher:	Enga


Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2


Grade:	1st


Class Length:	45 m





Notable Students:


Co-teacher Enga’s daughter, host family youngest daughter & head teacher’s son





“Young Learners”




















Co-teacher:	Enga


Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti

















Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2


Grade:	1st




















Class Length:	45 m





“Young Learners”




















Co-teacher:	Enga


Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2


Grade:	3rd


Class Length:	45 m





Notable Students:


Head teacher’s son and daughter, and assistant to the head teacher’s son








“Young Learners”
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Co-teacher:	Enga


Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2


Grade:	4th


Class Length:	45 m





Notable Students:


Art instructor’s son














“Young Learners”
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Co-teacher:	Tsria


Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2


Grade:	5th


Class Length:	45 m





Notable Students:


Peso, one of my smartest students











“Young Learners”
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Co-teacher:	Tsria


Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2


Grade:	6th


Class Length:	45 m





Notable Students:


Host family’s daughter














“Young Learners”
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Pictured:	Assistant head teacher and co-teachers





Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2





“Young Learners”
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Pictured:	Select teachers and staff





Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2





“Young Learners”
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Pictured:	Regional TLG Director





Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2





“Young Learners”














�





�





�





�





�








Pictured:	Will G. Louden, Head Teacher & Asst. Head Teacher





Region:	Ajara


District:	Kobuleti


Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2





“Young Learners”














Pictured:	Will G. Louden and Assistant to Head Teacher
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Village:	Kvirike


School:	#2
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PRESS/MEDIA RELEASE





Will G. Louden™, UnitCloud.com™ Founder, Volunteers in Georgia;


Produces Black Sea Photo Shoot; Lands in New York for New Years!





To:		Associated Press Worldwide (All Media) & all media wires


From/By: UnitCloud.com™/Will G. Louden™ (willglouden.com™), Chairman/CEO (� HYPERLINK "mailto:loudenliving@yahoo.com" ��loudenliving@yahoo.com�)





For Immediate Release.





Release Date: Thursday, December 29th, 2011





Will G. Louden™, UnitCloud.com™ Founder, Volunteers in Georgia;


Produces Black Sea Photo Shoot; Lands in New York for New Years!








New York, New York/Batumi, Georgia – Today UnitCloud.com™ and 13thSquare.com™ founder Will G. Louden™ announced the completion of a three month international volunteer teaching experience within the country of Georgia. Louden who earlier on this year announced plans to eventually roll out a select living and lifestyle unit in New York, also announced plans to “touchdown in New York” for New Years! Louden said, “Although we remain muscled down in the production and development phase, there will come a day and time where we’ll be ready and so far as I am concerned it will be a New York City system wide launch!”





Louden also took some time out while in Georgia, living with a host family and teaching English to school aged children, to accept an offer from a fellow English teacher/volunteer to do a photo shoot in Batumi, Georgia on the boardwalk bordering the Black Sea. He said, “While Helen and I were visiting with Rebecca over brunch at a western styled Internet café, she mentioned us possibly doing a photo shoot, and without hesitation I said yes. She thought that doing the shoot for me at no charge would allow her an opportunity to gain some additional experience so long as she could use the photos in her portfolio. I had already spent a significant amount of time relaxing, having dinner and just admiring the majestic and timeless beauty of the Black Sea and I thought, ‘what better way to mark the significance of this very momentous milestone in my life than with a photo shoot.’ I decided to feature a new ‘U.S. Embassy Tbilisi, Georgia/Marine Security Guard Detachment’ black polo and my Calvin Klein suit in the shoot.” I purchased the shirt for Georgian 30 GEL (Lari) on November 10th, 2011, while attending an event held for U.S. citizens in Georgia at the Tbilisi, Georgia U.S. Embassy. I could not think of a better ensemble to do the shoot in.” The photo shoot is located online at my personal facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/people/Will-G-Louden/1665480727, simply find me and friend me to see the shots. Attached are several photos from the shoot as well as several other “Georgian journey photos” ok’ed for publishing and worldwide distribution.





Louden concluded, “I would like to take this time to thank the people of Georgia who made my journey and ‘in country experiences’ the absolute best that they could be! I love you Georgia!”
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